
 

 

 

 

 

 

                              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Next Week’s Readings (19th April 2020) Second Sunday of Easter - Year A 

1st Reading: Acts 2:42-47   2nd Reading: 1 Pt 1:3-9  Gospel: Jn 20:19-31 

 

First Reading   

Acts 10:34. 37-43 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

We have eaten and drunk with him 

after his resurrection from the dead. 
 

Peter addressed Cornelius and his 

household: ‘You must have heard 

about the recent happenings in Judaea; 

about Jesus of Nazareth and how he 

began in Galilee, after John had been 

preaching baptism. God had anointed 

him with the Holy Spirit and with power, 

and because God was with him, Jesus 

went about doing good and curing all 

who had fallen into the power of the 

devil. Now I, and those with me, can 

witness to everything he did throughout 

the countryside of Judaea and 

in Jerusalem itself: and also to the fact 

that they killed him by hanging him on 

a tree, yet three days afterwards God 

raised him to life and allowed him to be 

seen, not by the whole people but only 

by certain witnesses God had chosen 

beforehand. Now we are those 

witnesses – we have eaten and drunk 

with him after his resurrection from the 

dead – and he has ordered us to 

proclaim this to his people and to tell 

them that God has appointed him to 

judge everyone, alive or dead. It is to 

him that all the prophets bear this 

witness: that all who believe in Jesus 

will have their sins forgiven through his 

name.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm  

Ps 117:1-2. 16-17. 22-23. R. v.24 
 

(R.) This is the day the Lord has made; 

let us rejoice and be glad. 

1. Give thanks to the Lord for he is 

good, for his love has no end. 

Let the sons of Israel say: 

‘His love has no end.’ (R.) 

 
 

 

 

2. The Lord’s right hand has 

triumphed; his right hand raised 

me up. I shall not die, I shall live 

and recount his deeds. (R.) 

3. The stone which the builders 

rejected has become the corner 

stone. This is the work of the Lord, 

a marvel in our eyes. (R.) 

 

Second Reading    

Col 3:1-4 
 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to 

the Colossians 
 

Look for the things that are in 

heaven, where Christ is. 
 

Since you have been brought back to 

true life with Christ, you must look for 

the things that are in heaven, where 

Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand. 

Let your thoughts be on heavenly 

things, not on the things that are on 

the earth, because you have died, 

and now the life you have is hidden 

with Christ in God. But when Christ is 

revealed – and he is your life – you 

too will be revealed in all your glory 

with him. 

 

Gospel Acclamation  

1 Cor 5:7-8 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Christ has become our paschal 

sacrifice; let us feast with joy in the 

Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Gospel    

Jn 20:1-9 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel 

according to John 
 

The teaching of scripture is that he 

must rise from the dead. 
 

It was very early on the first day of the 

week and still dark, when Mary 

of Magdala came to the tomb. She 

saw that the stone had been moved 

away from the tomb and came 

running to Simon Peter and the other 

disciple, the one Jesus loved. ‘They 

have taken the Lord out of the tomb’ 

she said ‘and we don’t know where 

they have put him.’ 

So Peter set out with the other 

disciple to go to the tomb. They ran 

together, but the other disciple, 

running faster than Peter, reached the 

tomb first; he bent down and saw the 

linen cloths lying on the ground, but 

did not go in. Simon Peter who was 

following now came up, went right into 

the tomb, saw the linen cloths on the 

ground, and also the cloth that had 

been over his head; this was not with 

the linen cloths but rolled up in a 

place by itself. Then the other disciple 

who had reached the tomb first also 

went in; he saw and he believed. Till 

this moment they had failed to 

understand the teaching of scripture, 

that he must rise from the dead. 

 

 

Sunday, 12th April 2020  
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord - Year A 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cact#act010
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Ccol#col003
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListGosAc%7Cco1#co1005
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cjhn#jhn020


 

  Reflection...                       © Dianne Bergant CSA 

 

Easter is the season of mystagogical catechesis, that instruction that unpacks 

the hidden mystery of the experience of the sacraments of initiation received or 

renewed at Easter. The readings of each Sunday concentrate on some aspect of 

this mystery. The central theme of this Sunday is newness of life in Christ. This 

newness is not without its historical context. It burst forth first in the resurrection 

of Christ, and then through the preaching of the first Christians. 

The readings testify that if we die with Christ, we will appear with him in glory; if 

we cast out the old yeast, we will be fresh dough. And when this wondrous 

transformation takes place, everything is new; everything is fresh. To what 

newness are we called? To what must we die in order to rise transformed? What 

old yeast of corruption must be cast out in order that we might be fresh dough? 

At Easter we renew our baptismal vows. What is it that we really renounce? Ours 

is a world of violence, of prejudice, of indifference. Too often we harbour feelings 

of anger and resentment, of selfishness and disdain. Easter proclaims that 

Christ has died and has risen; with him we die to all of the wickedness in our 

lives and in our world, and we set our hearts on higher things, on sincerity and 

on truth.  

 

 

 

Thoughts from Fr Quinlan... 
 

A few thoughts for Easter. 

For hundreds of thousands of people Easter holiday plans have been dashed. 

For a lesser number of people the cancellation of the Easter ceremonies will 

pose a greater disappointment. But while the ceremonies have been cancelled 

what they commemorate has not – the Holy Week events still remain very real, 

very important. 

In a way we can parallel our present circumstances with the Holy Week events.  

Palm Sunday saw the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.  The people 

welcoming the one who was now ready to take control – overthrow the Roman 

occupiers and re-establish the new Jewish kingdom.  These are the same people 

who a week later will be screaming “crucify him”. 

For decades now people have been dreaming their dreams – living their 

dreams.  For people in Australia how could things get any better and what could 

stop it!! Well, we found out and suddenly, perhaps not in a week, but in just a 

few weeks dreams were shattered as they were in the first Holy Week. For the 

disciples of Jesus it was much worse – if their leader has been crucified will they 

be next?  Only John and a few women are at the foot of the cross – the rest are 

held up in the secure upper room “for fear of the Jews” Should we say we are 

held up for fear of the virus? 

Having Jesus rise from the dead added to the fear and confusion of the disciples 

and his dropping in on them wishing them peace and assurance did nothing to 

steady their nerves. The two men on the road to Emmaus did not recognise 

Jesus but later could say “did not our hearts burn within us as He explained 

what His mission, His life, His death, His resurrection was all about”. 

We, likewise miss the presence and mission of Christ in our lives and in our 

world. The disciples missed Christ’s purpose because their minds were usually 

preoccupied with material things.  It took the extraordinary events of Holy Week 

to get their attention. So too with us, we have the opportunity to reflect on the 

spiritual aspects of our lives and our world in this time of confusion and perhaps 

we will also find our hearts are burning within us with hope and understanding 

rather than fear and regret at our material losses. 

It took time for the disciples to get back on track – to overcome fear and accept 

the challenges to spread the Good News Jesus had come to bring.  The 

challenge for us is to look for different ways now that churches are closed. How 

can we as a family put together our own liturgies for each of the Holy Days 

beginning with Holy Thursday.  We just may find how rewarding it can be when 

we are celebrating OUR family liturgy not just coming to a Church to be part of 

what others have provided. 

I offer every blessing to all the members of our Parish Family and to your 

relatives and friend wherever they may be.  Enjoy this holy season which still 

goes on and show love and care for each other. 

 

 



Parish Notices... 
 

Parish Support 
Our primary concern is the well- being and safety of all our  

Parish Community.  If you have any concerns or need  

support during this very uncertain time, please call the  

parish office on 4634 1453.   

Reconciliation times for Lent 
The First Rite of Reconciliation will be available by 

appointment only. 
 

Yellow Hope Campaign 
The St Ursula’s College community is campaigning to share 

a movement of Hope across the world.  We have all been 

invited to share in this movement by displaying a yellow 

ribbon or balloon somewhere visible to show our support.  

So far the College has received photos and messages from 

across Australia, Thailand, USA and Italy.  Comment on the 

St Ursula’s Facebook page with your pics and tag using 

#hopeiscatching and #UrsieHope2020  

on any other social platforms.  Photos 

can also be sent to the Parish Office  

email address.  Let’s get tying!! 
 

Planned Giving 
You can either hold on to your Planned Giving envelopes 

until things return to normal or drop them into the mailbox 

during office hours. For those wishing to use direct debit 

the bank details are: 

Bank:   Heritage Bank 

BSB:   638-070 

Account Number: 5938538 (S21) 

Reference:  Envelope number 
 

Online Mass sites 
www.twb.catholic.org.au 
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/ 

https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 
https://www.northsydneycatholics.com/ 

Alternatively, Mass is broadcast at 6am Sundays on WINHD 

(Ch 8) 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Pray For... 
Recently Deceased:  
Anniversaries: Dulcie & Mick Long, James McConachy, Kevin Stower, Gwen Nissen, Elizabeth Sims, Christopher Nugent 

and Maria Gerstner. 

Those Who Are Sick:  Fr Don Murray, John & Jill Donnaly, Col Rauchle, Sr Maureen Hickling MSS, Judy Reardon, Vida 

Morrison, Barbara Stratton, Olive Boden, Carol Griffiths, Delima Faigl, Ava Bateman, Darryl Lang, Marlene Green, Peggy 

Thies, Lillian Roberts, Colleen Lynch, Don Gallaway, Patricia Lucas, David Martin, Vince Nugent, Cathy Smith, Maureen 

Butler, Damian Laurence, Patty Ryan, Valarie Reibelt, John Axtell, Ted Schulz, Noel O'Mara, Mick O'Mara, Patricia & Patrick 

Wright, Dorothy Moyle, Barbara Jimmieson and Tanya Prince. 

April Birthdays: Veronica O'Connell, Catherine Dyson, Thomas Kelly, Pat MacGinley and Jim Maher. 

 
Easter Services to be broadcast on free-to-air 
TV 
The Seven Network will stream The Lord's Passion at 3pm on 

Good Friday and Easter Sunday Mass from 10.30am across  

the country on Channel 7 and on Prime 7 in regional areas,  

and live-streamed on 7 plus.  Both liturgies will be broadcast 

commercial-free and in their entirety. 
 

Celebrating Easter During Church Closure in 
our Diocese. 
Holy Week celebrations will be live streamed.   

Anyone can view the live stream here 

https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/live-stream-masses/ (for 

the moment the video will be blank/black when not 

streaming, once the live stream is activated from their end, 

something will appear on this screen) you can navigate to 

this page by going to NEWS & EVENTS à LIVE STREAM 

MASSES or you can go directly to our YouTube channel 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkrd7ITZ5vnWC7AXgt

BWiiQ 
 

Project Compassion 
Thank you everyone for your continued support of Project 

Compassion at this time.  In these challenging times, your 

kindness and solidarity can make a world of difference to 

the lives of the most vulnerable.  In light of no Masses or 

gatherings at the present time we recommend cash 

donations (envelopes and boxes) are collected when 

Masses return in the future and parishes remit funds as per 

normal.  Parishioners may also donate via  

 Phone 1800 024 413  

 Visit https://www.caritas.org.au and clicking the donate 

now option 

 Send a cheque to GPO Box 9830 Sydney NSW 2000  

 Or mail or fax this Donation Form  

Once again, thank you for your continued support  

and if you require any assistance, please contact Catherine 

on caritas@twb.catholic.org.au  
 

Liturgy Brisbane  
have put out their next edition of LITed which is ready to view 

at  https://litedliturgybrisbane.weebly.com/. 

It offers some suggestions for celebrating Holy Week and 

Easter within the family, the domestic Church. 

The feature articles are as follows: 

 o     Coronavirus and the Eucharist 

Professor Tom O'Loughlin reminds us that we can still offer 

our 'thanksgiving' to God during this time when we cannot 

gather for Eucharist and highlights some basic principles to 

keep in mind. 

o   How to Celebrate without Mass 

This article provides suggestions for ways in which the family, 

the domestic Church, can celebrate authentic Sunday 

liturgy and participate fully, consciously and actively even 

when there is no Mass. 

o   Holy Week at Home 

Three resources are presented here to assist families in  

celebrating liturgies for Holy Week and Easter at home. 

 

 

Easter Sunday 
12th April 2020 

 

Happy Easter from all at Caritas Australia! 

Thank you for supporting us this year as we demonstrate how 

love and compassion for our global community can transform 

lives. You will be helping to empower the world’s most 

vulnerable communities to grow stronger and share their 

strengths with their communities to lift themselves out of 

poverty.  
 

When we Go Further Together in love and compassion, the 

whole world thrives.  
 

Thank you for supporting Caritas Australia’s Project 

Compassion 2020 Lenten appeal.  
 

www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion   #projectcompassion 

1800 024 413 

  

 

http://www.twb.catholic.org.au/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
https://www.northsydneycatholics.com/
https://www.twb.catholic.org.au/live-stream-masses/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkrd7ITZ5vnWC7AXgtBWiiQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkrd7ITZ5vnWC7AXgtBWiiQ
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=5a7c3a5bdb&e=bb279d8ad0
https://catholic.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be41129958ae67afeab105659&id=7ab4a20b8b&e=bb279d8ad0
mailto:caritas@twb.catholic.org.au
https://litedliturgybrisbane.weebly.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Beautiful message from Bill Gates* 
*What is the Corona/ Covid-19 Virus Really Teaching us?* 

 

I'm a strong believer that there is a 

spiritual purpose behind everything that 

happens, whether that is what we 

perceive as being good or being bad. 

As I meditate upon this, I want to share 

with you what I feel the Corona/Covid-

19 virus is really doing to us: 

1) It is reminding us that we are all 

equal, regardless of our culture, 

religion, occupation, financial situation 

or how famous we are.  This disease 

treats us all equally, perhaps we should 

too.  If you don't believe me, just ask 

Tom Hanks. 

2) It is reminding us that we are all 

connected and something that affects 

one person has an effect on another.  It 

is reminding us that the false borders 

that we have put up have little value as 

this virus does not need a passport.  It 

is reminding us, by oppressing us for a 

short time, of those in this world whose 

whole life is spent in oppression. 

3) It is reminding us of how precious 

our health is and how we have moved 

to neglect it through eating nutrient 

poor manufactured food and drinking 

water that is contaminated with 

chemicals upon chemicals.  If we don't 

look after our health, we will, of course, 

get sick. 

4) It is reminding us of the shortness of 

life and of what is most important for us 

to do, which is to help each other, 

especially those who are old or sick.  Our 

purpose is not to buy toilet rolls. 

5) It is reminding us of how materialistic 

our society has become and how, when 

in times of difficulty, we remember that 

it's the essentials that we need (food, 

water, medicine) as opposed to the 

luxuries that we sometimes 

unnecessarily give value to. 

6) It is reminding us of how important our 

family and home life is and how much we 

have neglected this.  It is forcing us back 

into our houses so we can rebuild them 

into our home and to strengthen our 

family unit. 

7) It is reminding us that our true work is 

not our job, that is what we do, not what 

we were created to do.  Our true work is 

to look after each other, to protect each 

other and to be of benefit to one another. 

8) It is reminding us to keep our egos in 

check.  It is reminding us that no matter 

how great we think we are or how great 

others think we are, a virus can bring our 

world to a standstill. 

9) It is reminding us that the power of 

freewill is in our hands.  We can choose 

to cooperate and help each other, to 

share, to give, to help and to support 

each other or we can choose to be 

selfish, to hoard, to look after only our 

self.  Indeed, it is difficulties that bring 

out our true colours. 

10) It is reminding us that we can be 

patient, or we can panic.  We can 

either understand that this type of 

situation has happened many times 

before in history and will pass, or we 

can panic and see it as the end of 

the world and, consequently, cause 

ourselves more harm than good. 

11) It is reminding us that this can 

either be an end or a new beginning.  

This can be a time of reflection and 

understanding, where we learn from 

our mistakes, or it can be the start of 

a cycle which will continue until we 

finally learn the lesson we are meant 

to. 

12) It is reminding us that this Earth 

is sick. It is reminding us that we 

need to look at the rate of 

deforestation just as urgently as we 

look at the speed at which toilet rolls 

are disappearing off shelves.  We are 

sick because our home is sick.  

13) It is reminding us that after every 

difficulty, there is always ease.  Life is 

cyclical, and this is just a phase in 

this great cycle.  We do not need to 

panic; this too shall pass. 

14) Whereas many see the 

Corona/Covid-19 virus as a great 

disaster, I prefer to see it as a '*great 

corrector*.  It is sent to remind us of 

the important lessons that we seem 

to have forgotten and it is up to us if 

we will learn them or not. 

Thought of the Day...  

 

Prayer for a Pandemic 
May we, who are merely inconvenienced, 

remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we, who have no risk factors, remember 

those most vulnerable. 

May we, who have the luxury of working from 

home, remember those who must choose 

between preserving their health or making 

their rent. 

May we, who have the flexibility to care for our 

children when their schools close, remember 

those who have no options. 

May we, who have to cancel our trips, 

remember those who have no safe place to 

go. 

May we, who are losing our margin money in 

the tumult of the electronic market, remember 

those who have no margin at all. 

May we, who settle in for a quarantine at 

home, remember those who have no home at 

all. 

As fear grips our country, let us choose faith, 

hope and love. 

During this time when we cannot physically 

wrap our arms around each other, let us find 

ways to be the loving embrace of God to our 

neighbours. 

Amen 
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A View from an Indian Doctor 
 

“Social distancing is a privilege.  It 

means you live in a house large 

enough to practise it. 

Handwashing is a privilege too.  It 

means you have access to running 

water. 

Hand sanistisers are a privilege.  It 

means you have money to buy 

them. 

Lockdowns are a privilege.  It 

means you can afford to be at 

home. 

 

Most of the ways to ward the 

Corona off are accessible only to 

the affluent.  In essence, a disease 

that was spread by the rich as they 

flew around the globe will now kill 

millions of the poor.  All of us who 

are practising social distancing and 

have imposed a lockdown on 

ourselves must appreciate how 

privileged we are.  Many Indians 

won’t be able to do any of this.” 
 

Thoughts from Richard Rohr 
 

To be in control of one’ destiny, job, 

or finances is nearly an 

unquestionable moral value in 

Western society.  The popular 

phrase “take control of your life” 

even sounds mature and spiritual.  

It is the fundamental message of 

nearly every self-help book.  On a 

practical level, it is true, but not on 

the big level. Our bodies, our souls, 

and especially our failures teach us 

this as we get older.  We are clearly 

not in control, as this pandemic is 

now teaching the whole planet.  It is 

amazing that we need to assert the 

obvious.   

 

Learning that we are not in control 

situates us correctly in the 

universe.  If we are to feel at home 

in this world, we have to come to 

know that we are not steering this 

ship.  That teaching is found in the 

mystical writings of all religions.  

Mystics know they are being 

guided, and their reliance upon that 

guidance is precisely what allows 

their journey to happen.  We cannot 

understand that joy and release 

until we’ve been there and 

experienced the freedom for 

ourselves.   

 

For many of us, this may be the first 

time in our lives that we have felt 

so little control over our destiny and 

the destiny of those we love.  This 

lack of control initially feels like a 

loss, a humiliation, a stepping 

backward, an undersired 

vulnerability.  However, recognizing 

our lack of control is a universal 

starting point for a serious spiritual 

walk towards wisdom and truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

 
 

 

 

 

Jesus did not once tell us to worship 

him; he only told us to follow him on 

the necessary three-day journey that 

Christians celebrate during Holy 

Week.  And “three days” did not 

necessarily mean Friday to Sunday.  

It is a classic initiatory phrase for 

going the distance or the full cycle.  

The transformational journey of 

death and resurrection is the only – 

and always denied- message.  It 

really is the way we are saved. 
 

As Eckhart Tolle says, “You do not 

need to be Christian to understand 

the deep universal truth that is 

contained in symbolic form in the 

image of the cross.”   
 

For Contemplation: 

What word or phrase resonates with 

or challenges me?  What sensations 

do I notice in my body?  What is 

mine to do?  

 

  



 

 


